
We Took the Highroad in Afghanistan 

EJIUrE:  \\'akhan ! Sonir 700 years ago R this Afghan district 011 the R~lssian 
border linkecl Orient il11t1 Occitlc~it. 

(ireat caravans of 3lilrco I'c~lo's tinie inchecl 
their way across its c r a ~ g y  peaks and cre- 
\asses. Tcxlay. I)!-passetl I,y nintlern trillis- 
InlrI. i t  stantls virtually ..~III ill this worlcl." 

n u t  shl)ultl the Comniunist t lr ivr for worltl 
pclwcr push scluth. \Yokhan, a thin strip of 
I I~  11i:ln's land stnp:~rating Russia fr~rni P;~ki- 
slan. lies l ike ;I gigantic tank trq, :lcrr)w the 
innst direct route I n  the ricllrs 111 the Intliiln 
subcontinent (r~iap. paye 676). 

:\ year ;IJUI the itlea struck us: why n t ~ t  
r s l ) l ~ ~ r e  thr ancient highr~~acl on the rt111ft111) 
I h e  v ~ r l l ?  \\'c set our pl;lns in n ~ ~ ~ t i c l n .  
I n i t  1 i 1 1 r 1 1 i e 1 i t  f r  I i l t  I t  
was I):irc-ly li~~~.iil~la. Ihat our II~IIIUISI~I ~~III~II~!. 
acro.ss prnhil~itt-i l milit:~r>, ZIII~C- I I ~  'r11rkry 
ilnd Iran might I,r nrr;lngrtl. we wtsrr 111111. Iiut 
\Y;lkhali was slric.lly t:il)~n). 

.\ n ~ ~ t i i l w r  111 wirnt i- t*  nntl ruplt~rcnri in rp- 
(.clit ycirs II~II rt-tlt~rslrrl l ~ ~ r ~ i ~ i . * ~ i i ~ ~ i  111 tr;lvrr+r 
II~I* \\';~kli:~n I-llrritl~lr. 11111 tile 4fgh:lni~t:111 
(;~lvc-rnnirnl hml r r l u q i l  e\.tbryalne. k;v1-11 i f  
ln.r~i~i-ia)n were ura~i tc~ l .  tht- t r i l l  \\,IIIIIII IJC ~IIII 

tl:~ngc.r~~u.. wr \vrxrr 111ltl. T h r  tril~t.,nirn of 
I 111- 1':1111irs wvre tirrc-e a1111 i~~h t~q) i tn I ) l r .  

\\'r #It-cirIc(1 ~ I I  UII ;1hr;111 with tlur pl;11i5 
nny\v;l!.. \\'r wrre well rrcrived in .\nk;~r;l 
;1n11 Tehran and r r ~ ~ ~ s e r l  Turkey ant1 Iran 
wi11i1111t rl if iculty. 

T1it.n we went on tr) the capital I I ~  .\fyh;~li- 
istn11, K;lt~uI. an up- t t~-~ l r te ,  pr11yrr9sivr city 
with ;I ~ n ) p u l a t i ~ ~ ~ i  111 i t l ~ o l ~ l  250,000 (p;lge 
h7SI.e  Here wr experter1 nur n ~ n i i ~ ~ ~ t i c  j1111r- 
nt2y ti1 CIIIIIC to an alrrupt end. \Ye were all- 
vise11 III pre.srnl our rrqrrrst 111 the clirecll~r 111 
tht. 11res. His I~sc.~ l l rncy Syetl K;l?ii~n Khan 
Kishtyn (page 701 1.  

"\\'h;~t inagnzines r111 you write f ~ l r ? "  
Rishtya askrtl. \\'hen I menti~~necl that Jean 
and I hclcl r ~ e n t l y  t l ~ ~ n e  an article lor thr 
SATI~~NAI. (;K(K.RAP~III~ >IAGAI.ISI;. Hishtya 
smilrtl brnaclly. 
"I am a rcatler of TIIF G ~ ~ n ~ ~ - t t i t . . "  he 

said. "antl so is Hi3 Majesty the King. You 
cirulcln'! have a hetter rrrommmrlnti~~n." 

Indeed. we coultln't. Two days later Rish- 
tya sumrnonetl us. 

'*His Majesty." he sairl. '.has nrilered an 
exceptinn i n  ynrlr caw. 1'11u will Iw the tirgt 
foreigners in  more than 100 ymrs to ninke 
the f111l j1111rnry. The >Iinider I I~ \Var wlll 

furnisl~ a 11iilit:lry escort. anel I will srncl n 
j t l~~rn:~l isI  fro111 lily irffice :IS :III i~iterlire~c~r." 

\Ye I:cter tlixovererl tIi;lt one niali harl pre- 
cetlecl us in Ihr  \\':lkhari tr:lvrrsc. H. \\'. 
, I .. 11niii11~ English n i o u ~ ~ t : ~ i ~ i  c1i1iiI)er. ill 1947 

Iried to cross the n11rt1ie;i~t tip. I~III thr 
Riryhix arrested hi111 n r ~ d  trlok hini clown the 
r r r  I I i ~ i i ~ l i l .  Hriny unrlcr a r r r t .  lir 
ha11 litt le frertI11111 11f ~I)sc~\,;II~IIII. I\'? were 
the lirst \\'esler~~crr since Ihv lime of .\1;1rc11 
I'c~lo to esplc~rc fully the cntirc Icngth of tht' 
c i~r r i rJ~~r .  

i\ \'isit with tltc King 

tricvl to express nur grnIit11(1~, I~II 
Kishty:~ u:lvrtl our tIi:111ks asirlr. . , I f i s  \l;tj- 
esly will :IISI) re(,civc ~ I I U  for i111 i~~ l ( - rv i r \v  ;lt 
hi.; II~I~~II r ;II I';~ghin:cn. 'I'hrrc- yc111 ma!. III~II~II- 
gr;1p11 Iii111 :11ic1 hi< ~IIII, Prince S;111ir Sli;111." 

l l r .  l<i<ht>,;l (Ir11vt- 11s 111 tht, I~;II;IC~.. w l ~ t ~ r t ~  
wt* hail ;I frir~itll!. t.h:~l with \l:~jesty 
Jl~lh;~ni~i iei l  Z:iliir Sl~nli. .l-lir Ki11g is ~vc l l  
:~l)llve inrt l iu~n height, slrli111.r :mil l i ; i n r l ~ ~ n ~ t * .  
with :I It-;rn f;~c.ts ;~nrl ~~ic*r r i i ip  c*ytb.; I ~I:I~c-.; 
(174. (132 I .  He p ~ ~ i ~ i t r ( l  11) t11e clIrr1-1il I.I~I>. 
14  the S . .V~ I~ \ .~L  (~F,~II;R.\I~III~- .\I,U;\ZINI< OII 

hi4 rlvsk ;II~I~ $:~irl. in  perfect I;r~.l~tIi. "I  IIIII~ 
f r r l  I i t  i ~ r r i v ~ l  t r y  i ~ i h  I ~ I I O W  

of 1111 l~ t - t t r r  \v;~y 111 Icnrn ;~I)IIII~ thc* IIIIII~~ 
IWII~IPR of tlir w t~ r l~ l . "  

'1.lie next ttva~ il;~!.s \vtbrr ;I whirl of I;I<I- 
i i i n i  I ~ I I ~ I I ~ I I ~ .  I. ' i~i;~lIy \\,I' strtl(.k 11111 

i11 ;I r r~ i ler l  sI;lti111i \~:I~IIII f t ~ r  I;;I~A;I\I;II~. GI~I- 

itnl r ~ f  H;~tlakh.shnn, will1 Gliul;~rii tI;lzr:lt 
l i o s l i a ~ ~ ,  t l~r ~IIIIII~ jllurn;~li*l frl1111 K i s l ~ t y : ~ ' ~  
~ ~ f f i r e  ( p;lgr hn.5 I. 

:\fIer a 1w11-tI;ly trip over ponr r11;1tl3. \vr 
rrac-hrcl Faix;~lr;~d, whrrr WP nirt t l i r  gclvernrrr 
of H;irl;~kh.sh;~n. >lohamn~cd Saw;lr l i h n ~ i .  Hr 
esl)l;ri~ietl wr shoulcl hilvr ncr tl iff ici~lly tr;ivcrs. 
ing the \\';lkIiat~ I ~ r r i ~ l ~ s r  tlir sntlws ~VIIIIIII 11r1t 
ccllnr f11r ;~ntrther n~rrnth. He snitl h r  ~vnrllrl 
provirle 115 wilh rifling horses anrl p;lck alii- 
n~i l l r .  a3 rrll ns n~i l i lary  ewrrrt. 

I t  all seenietl ttlo go~lrl t r ~  IIP tr~~r-:lntl, :IS 

i t  turner1 r~ i l t .  it wap~r't tnlr .  Hut that night 
wr  went to l~et l  ill high sliirit3, 1)rIievi11~ lor 
the first time at1 wrrr gr~itiy 111 succertl 
wherr RI III:III~ ha11 f:~iIed. 

\Vt. s l~rnt  thr following two rlay3 p r r l ~ a r i n ~  
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1111. I~I,\I I;III II[ l l l l r  jn111r11t.y. 1'111. CII\I~I.II~~~ 
i ~ l . i \ ~ l . ~ l  \ \ c .  11a111111 \vv;lr 14.111:1k11~11:11i (.~15111111('4. 
,1111 1, 111111 11 lli 1,111. 11.il1 \VIILIICI 1 1 t h  ;I~IIII~ t h r  
WBIIIII 11,11il, 1 1 i  1 1 1 ~  0 \ t 1 <  I<i \ -cr ,  ill pl.1i11 \ i c \ v  
I I i i  I I I I .  511 \vc 
~ I I ~ D ~ ) ~ I ~ ~ I I  ill II:IZ:I:I~< for  IIIII~.~I~~v~IYI, :1111ilc- 
II.IIVI~I ~ v l l i t c  \YIIII~CII t l t , ~ p i ~ ~ t . c .  t l i c  s l , ~ ~ i ~ l : ~ r d  
111111.r p ; l r ~ l l ~ ~ n l  ill ~II:II r c z i t ) ~ ~ .  :i11(1 f11r I1n11(1- 
L11il ~ 1 0 1 ( l i i 1 1 ~ ~ ,  .s (ar \css  l i : ~ t< ,  a11rl glove<. 

'1.11 1111, K~I \ , I , I - I~ I I~ '~  : t .~~ i~ I :1111,  \IIII~:II~~II~c~I 
l\': l, i i~l. \11~p(,<lc11 I l1;11 i l  11iiglil IN- : l ~ I v i < -  
;IIIII, f11r 11, III ~ u l r ~ l i : i ~ c  lvtlr OIVII 1111rw. i n  
I.'.I~L:I~I.II~ :11111 ~ 1 1  1111.111 :I( 1111% c11t1 o f  lltlr 

,~IIII~I~v!.. I l v  W:IS i111lig11.1111. ;\[~(,r :III, 111, 
i ~ ~ l ~ l r ~ i > ~ ~ i l  {I<, ~ v v  \v i t rc 11118 ~ I V \ I S  o f  Ill(, (LIv- 
VI~IIIII(~I~~. ;III(I l i ~ ~ r - ~ ~  :III(I 1):11k y.~!i~ \VIIIIIII I1t1 

~ I I I I I~~I~. I I  IIII* .\r111y~ '1.111. c111Iy 111011icy \v r  
r v l q ~ l l ~ l  III~I*I~. 111' i l ~ \ i < ~ t ~ ~ l .  \V~IIIIII I)(' ~ c t . l i : ~ l l i  100  
1 t 1 t  I I I  S O ,  I I 1 k r p t  1 .000 
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I'lare \Yl~cl.c t l i r  S;~lt Ends 

l ' l l i ~ i i ; ~ ~ t ~ l y  frt>511 I~II~sL-. ~vt-rr  II~II~.II~III\. : t ~ i i l  

wt. .;I:II.I~I~ IIIII for I5hl;nslii11i. ' l l i t *  trail ~ v i ~ i d s  
:I~IIII~ :I ~~II~:I';:IIII v;111cy :I( :II~ : ~ l ~ i l t l r l r  111 :11111111 

8.500 1 t ~ i  , with I ~ ; ~ r r r l t  II~~IIII~~:I~I~S risillg 10 
15.000 TI-c.1 on c.illic.l' s i t l r .  Sunic~rclu.i spriligs 
l ) r t~ t , i ( l~-  :11iipli> irl ' ig;~tio~i. :it111 l l ic t l i i l i  soil 
~~IIIIII~CG \vI i (~ :~ t .  11;1rl(.!.. ;111ii ;I f r ~ v  veuet;~l)lc~, 

Z ;~ rk l i ;~~ i .  \vtit%rt* \vc Liltyyirrl f r~r  111nrl1, is 
~IIII\VII ns tlit* '.I'I;I~I~ \Vl l t - r~~ 1h1. S:III EII(I<," 
No salt is 1i111li1l ill tlir :IrcB:l. :II~II i ~ i n r ~ c ~ ~ i l ~ i l i l ! ~  
nnrl ~)ovcr ly  have tli>rouragctl ililporlz: so  
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\ . : I I , I I ~   iron^ here." lie whiq)rrccl. " ~ V C  :Ire 
:ilrili~I t11t~ U~~s.si ;~t is  niight C ~ I I . S S  the river ill 
night sntl rrrtrrip you." 

'I'hc Russians tlirl~i't "c:~t~iil>" us, I)ut the 
I ~ c t l l ~ u ~ s  tlitl. Tl~r!. igncrretl otlr T)T)T ~ ~ o \ v t l r r  
:~ntl  sw:~rmetl in I)y the tliot~s;~ntl. 

l ' h r  tic-st (lay we lunchrtl :I (  I'rannd, a 
litlli* v i l l ; ~ ~ e  at : I ~ I I I ~ I ~  'J.000 feet ;~l t i t~t t le .  1:i11tI- 
ing ;I licn\~y crop of wliral tlint high 11p 
:~n~azc t l  us. This  grain t ;~kt-s  only 40 t l i i ~ s  
l r ~ ~ n i  ~) l ;~n t ing  I I I  h ;~rvrst .  It p r ~ l t l ~ ~ c c ~  a he:lv!. 
!.ic.ltl. :untl is apparrnl ly cluitr i~nl)crvi~rus lo  
& . I  1111. \\.e 1)r1111pht S ; I I I ~ ~ ) ~ C ~  111 tlir sretl 11:lck 
111 \ \ ' ;~ , s l~ i~~gton .  \vliere tlie I ) e l ~ a r t ~ ~ i e ~ ~ t  of .2cri- 
c-ulturc i.s esl)crimrnling 111 rlc.lcrnii~~e wl~cllirr 
it c;111 I J C  gro\vn lierc (p:~gc, (187 ) .  

By nooll thc 11c.s~ t1;1y wc. rc:~cIietl K I ~ ; I I I ~ I I I .  
1I1r ; ~ ~ l ~ ~ i i ~ i i < t r : ~ t i \ , c  l i t - ; ~ r l ~ l ~ ~ : ~ r t r r ~  I I ~  lh r  \\':I- 
kh:~n clistric.1. 'flirre \vr mrl l l ~ ~  jtlilgc of l h ~  
\\';1l<li;111. ; I  iO-yc;~r-I~I(l gcntIc111:11i \vitl~ :I I I I : I ~ -  

~ ~ i l . l ( ~ ( . l i I  \vliit~- l ~ r : ~ r ~ l .  
111, ~rct- t tvl  I I G  \v:1r1111y. Tlir K I ) ~ : I I ~ .  h r  rs- 

~ ~ l ; ~ i t ~ c , c l .  1lr~c.11 : I I I  l l l ~ s l i ~ ~ ~ i s  to t r ;~vr l  \\.irlrly. 
I I I  ~ I I I I W  lilorr I,[ 11ir 0111cr pt-1111Ii~q 1 1 f  llic 
ra;~rlli. : I I I ~ I  I I I I ~ S  \\.:IS tIi11s ;I 11iis>ic111 \vhii~h 1111- 
11,1ul,11~ll!. I I ; I I ~  111c I1Iv.sing nl tlie T'r11p1ic.t. 

\\'(a r t , : l ~ l ~ t ~ i l  ():I\;I 1':11ij:1. I I IL ,  Ft11t of thr  
0 \ 1 1 . .  :I( t1u.k rp:~cv 1 , ; s ) .  '1 '11~ p:~rri.t~n 
I ~,lllri\lv~l 111 :111ot11 50 \Ill(lirr~ r~~~; l r l~ . rc . i l  nrilr 
I)\.. ~ ; I I I ~ ; I ~ I I ~ - I I  11). : III  ~ ~ i f i ~ ~ - r  I V I ~ I I  wort, 3 I 'nitt~tl 
s t : ~ t ~ , .  .\rniy I i I ~ t l - t ,  ;111il .\igl1:111 t r t ~ ~ l s r r s  
1111 I < c I I  i l l  I<ll.-si;~n I I I I I I I ~ .  

' I ' I I , ,  ~ : l r ~ . i . o ~ ~  I . I I I I I I I I : I I I I ~ I ~ ~  II ; I I I  r l i s l ~ ~ r l ~ i l ~ g  
I I ( V +  n b f  ; I N  i c I ( -111  :\I l l ~ r  .\fgliat~.( 'Iiiti(~~r 
110r1lt.r. ' l ' l~r  ,\fgl1;111 K i r ~ h i z ~  IIC rcpt~rtcd,  
I I ; I I I  I I I Y ~ I I  lighting \villi l r i l~ec 1111 t l ~ t ~  (.Iiinwc 
' l '~~r I<is ln l~  sirlr of I I I C  Iiortlcr t l t ~ r i ~ i g  th r  past 
i ~ \ v  II;I!Y :111tl I I I I ~  1111rtIt-r 111igI1t I I P  cl~~si*tl. 
KIIS~I ; I I I  ;111(1 (':1t1111 R;~)i.liitl 111;1tlt- tCntat i \~c sug- 
gc.ti~l~~.; ; ~ l r ( ~ t ~ l  tur l~ing II:I~-k. 1,111 we ;~n~iounre t l  
tvt, \ \ I I I I I C I  go ;IS f ; ~ r  ; I% ~ i ~ ~ s s i l ~ l e .  

111 I I I L I ~  11:lys (if tr:~\,el fro111 7zl1:lk to  Q : ~ l a  
I 'ani;~ \Ye liar1 r l iml~rt l  clnly :111r1ut 500 fret, 
lrtlln 8..<00 111 9.000. l1u1 ;~ftcnr le:~ving Ihc 
I w ~ r i ~  s I : r ~ l y  r l .  For Iiot~rs we 
to i l t -11  1111 :I roc l~y  t,liff, our Iiorses pickilig their 
\\.:~y r ;~r~sfu l ly  :1111np n n;lrro\v Ierlpr. 

\\.c rotle Ii:lrtl ; I I I  :1flcr111~11n, crossilig one 
r i t l ~ c  of ~ i i o t ~ ~ i t : ~ i t i s  ;lntI I I ~ ~ ) ~ I I I ~ I ~ R  ~ I I I I V I ~  once 
IllIlrr I I I  tliv roc.ky rivrr vi~llry.  :\s tlusk IeII, 
I<:l+l~irl I I ~ . ~ : I I I  to look tv~lrrietl. 'I'IIc~P \\';I$ 110 
1r:liI. o ~ i l y  ;I I)r11:1tl \,:~Ilry ~ L I I I  111 grc-at I~ot~lrlcrs, 
I r i , ~ ~ c . r ~ ~ s s ~ t l  I I ~  111;1nii1ig m ~ l r ~ n t i ~ i n  slrr ;~lns.  
\ \ ' (a ~ i l i ~ t l t l c - 1 1  on lor I\\VI 1i1111rs s l lc r  t l i~rk,  nur 
I ~ I I ~ w . ;  s l u ~ i i l ~ l i l ~ ~  :IIIII clil1liir1~ OII the sltlncs. 
~ I i l  I I  I : 1 1 1 i t  I a I .  But lie 
\ v ~ < ,  ~ I I  \viX I.:III~~II :I Ii:tlt for thc l i i~ l i t .  

011r  I i ~ t l r ~ ~ l l s  \vtBrr will1 our I I ~ I ~ ~ : I ~ I ,  1111iliiaIs 

:~ncl tlir st~ltlicrs. \vlin hat1 gcinr on :~lir:ttl 01 
us. so wc ~ ~ r c . ~ ; ~ r c ~ l  111 s l r r l ~  in orlr c.h:ll~ons. 
R:lshitl inl~lrmc.cl 11s that the coulrtr!. was fu11 
o l  wolves, SI) \rt. ~ I I I I ~  L I I ~ I I ~  l i t :~nr l i~~c  cuartl. 

:\I .I 1 :~\vtike~ to tint1 R:~slii(l ~ I I \ I I I ( I  aslcrl> 
ant1 tlic 11t1rsc.s s t i rr i~ig r c s t l r ~ ~ l ! ~ .  Ji7:11i ; ~ w t ~ k r  
ant1 ilisistr~l 1111 g i~ :~r r I i~ ig  for :I C O I I ~ I C  of l i t ~ l ~ r s  
ttni. 50 I Clo~etl olf. 

H;III nli hnur I ; ~ t r r  1 was a \ v ; ~ k r ~ ~ r t l  I I ~  n 
I ~ l i n t l i n ~  llach atitl th r  hotvling of : I I ~  ;11iirn;11 
ol~vioilsly scarrtl to tlt.utli. I ran to 1c:ln's 
sitlc atirl founrl Iier holtlit~p (1111. Ililsl~ gl111. .\ 
wolf hstl i ~ t t r r n l ~ t ~ l  I I I  a t tack our  l i ~ ~ r s c ~ .  ;1nt1 
Jeali. Ii;~vil~g 111) I ~ I I I ~ ~ ,  letli;~l \ ~ C * ; I I I ~ I I I .  11:1tl Iircil 
n flasli in hi.< tlirrrticln. 11 tlitl the trick. 

0 1 i e  I I ~  our  sI111Iic~rs fot111c1 11s s l i ~ ~ r t l y  ;111er 
tl;~\\.n. 'flir ~vhe~lc  griirll) hntl sl,rnt tlir night 
s e ; ~ r c h i n ~ .  f ~ ~ r  11s. Thcy  h;~tl 1)rc.n \v~rrric.tl hc- 
c;~u.sc~ ( I [  the wc,lvrs. T sn~ilvtl ;\I J~aan : ~ n d  
issr)l;~inivl l l i ; ~ t  . \ n i c ~ r i ~ ~ ; ~ ~ i  girls \vitrr t r : ~ i ~ i c ~ l  111 
tilke c:ire III t h c ~ ~ ~ . ; e l v t ~ s  a r~ lu~ic l  s111lvrs. 

.,In I i c ~ ~ ~ r ' s  riel(, I ~ r o t l ~ l ~ t  11s to K l i : ~ r ; ~ t ,  \vlicr~s 
\vts slt,pt for :I lv~v  h1111r.s. \\'1ie11 tvr i1tvt11~1~. 
tlic \,ill;~gt~r.s I ) ~ I I I I ~ I I I  !I,< tr:l :in11 x ~ l l l t ~ ~ s  l1rt.:111. 
at111 JC;III \VVIII  off nit11 tlic \vntiicti of tlie 
vill;~ge l11r ;I 1):1tl1 in privilc-!,. 

. .l 'riv;~cy, i~i~levrl!"  I C : I I I  \:li~I I:IIIT. '1.111~ 
\ ~ O I ~ I P I ~  11rt111~lit 1it.r 8 ~ I I I  I I ~  W ; I ~ I I I  \v;~tcr ,  I ) \ I I  
the rllalni I I I I ~ I I ~ ~ I I I ~ ; I ~ I . ~ ! .  l1;1t1 1111 1111t1r. SII  11fi 
tlir!. ~ v t ~ ~ ~ l .  I I I I I ~ ; ~ I I K  i l l111 t,v(-r!. Inll. 1 1 l 1 1 i l  lli~.!. 

fi~unrl O I I ~  t11;1t t l i ~ l  II:I\.c :I 111111r. '1'1i1- girl- 
cvic.ti'tl ;I ~ I ~ 1 1 1 l ~ ~ 1 i l l ~  ~ V I I I ~ ~ * I I I : I I I .  I I I . , I~I I ' I I I  i l l  1111. 

v r  I r l r ; r t t I ,  JI':III t ~ ~ i ~ I r r ~ . ; ~ r r l  :IIIII 
stnrtcti 111 l):~tlir, :\ I ~ I O I I I ~ > I I I  I : I I C ~ .  I I I I ~  11i 1 1 1 1 ~  
olclrr \volntSn r t ~ l ~ ~ r n r t l .  ~ r j t ~ ; ~ l l r ~ l  1111 l h t ~  1111111.. 
ant1 st;~retl at  J m n .  Tlef~~re  I t~nu.  h :~ l i  t l i ( n  
fc~~iialr  p ~ ~ p t ~ l : ~ t i o ~ i  of tlir vilI;~cc \v:~s I V : I ~ (  l i i~iz.  

'I'liry i114stvil 1111 I ~ l - l l ~ i t i , y  Jt*.l~i II~(*\ ' .  'I.II~*!. 
I i ; ~ t l  nrvvr srrli 1;1~tvI 1111111s 111.f11re ; I I I ( I  l i t l l ~ t  

\vrapl~il~g thc. I;~ct-s ; I ~ I I I I I ~ I I  JV;III'X II~c. ; .  :\lfli;111 
f ~ l i r .  T h e  zipper I I I ~  h r r  j:~c.krt f:l*c.in;~tr(l 
thelii. ant1 the!. totlk turli5 zippilic i t .  

" l l y  S I I ; I ~  d ~ l i g h t c d  thcni. Onc :~skrt l  111r 
a piece of it. ; I I I I I  1 s111il1~1l ;I '\.rs.' Sl~cb c111 
off a rhu~il;,  :~nrl so  rlitl :ill l l i r  ollit~rs. I 
rntlc-tl 1111 s11;111lrss: P\,PII l1;11l t o  1111rrtlw :I 11irc.r 
hnrk to wnsh my dir ty clothrs. 1 ti1i;111y 
f~~iishecl c l r e s . * i ~ ~ ~  a1itl ri*111r11rtl 111 h ~ i ( l  I:r;l~it, 
writing in our log that I'tl gonr O M  to '11;lthr 
i l l  liriv;~cy.' ~ I ( - I I !  " 

I askrtl E;nsh;~n tn lint1 out if we were tlic 
fir31 :\nrcriri~ns tlicse pcc~lile lint1 scrn. 

"l'liry l i ;~vr nrvcr rvrn  he;~rtl of .\~neric:~," 
h c  si~itl.  '"l'licy nc\.rr see Ioreignc*rs." 

\\'c lell the lricntlly v i l l i ~ ~ e  : ~ t  nncln ;~n t l  
worketl our w;~y  ovrr  ruggrtl t r i ~ i l ~  t ~ n t i l  tltlsk. 
J:~pgetI I ~ I I I I I I ~ ~ : I ~ I I . ~  s l~ ;~ t l r t l  tlics Lri~il, t1i11.w i l l  

11kisIi11i t t ~ v t r i ~ ~ g  over 2 0 . 0  l e t  Here \vr 
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O IaIImul O m n b l *  llaltll B R I  R*nbvLw81f1~ la Ynnr R%or 

Jean Shor, Crossin@ the 20,000-font Drlili Smnd, Stando in hie Pamirn, Rwf  of Asia 
Thb American ~ i r l  and her hurband were among the vcry fcrv Wcstcrncrs evrr to lntvcrrr the Wnkhnn corridnr, 

tbt ancient k t - W u l  trail fullowed by Marco Pulu. Herr Alphrnlatrn looks into Pakistan. 
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4 Afghnn Prinrc Cctv Lenaon 

Tho Xing of IM*nhl*n ILdowl Ubar Lo rr atbet 
p~oplnr pieband in !h~ N n m a  PGnok- 
p~g. )EB ami&rcd 11 QI& fait thrl f b  SUM tho 
Afeban mvni i d l y .  So, far Ihe camera's YI $a 
drcwrd ~ d a e  Nadir B W  $ avYim r ~ i a e s t .  %ky 
rroplrrd the authvm fn h&mn Palrec, mar Ka4~i.  

ohommcd Zuhir Shah, Tailorcd 
.Jeers Karakul Cap and Pnririrl m a r  

&ha1u8Wa'r urbano rnunarrli, IrmRiW with kurlE 
olon, brUEd Ihc o&r dlw!nt the Ana*m tm cram 
lnrMddon tcrrltauy. His whh InmWn MI. mrW 
llaw cast $AS0 ur -, wpwm Mr. Shor, do paM 
$10 far blr own bhck at61 (ah* ) .  Baib wcn ti- 
hrlm EttC anmc C d  Inkl, Mr. Shor mgnl. 



4 Badaktuhmn Drum Daman Chlabtll.to 
Afgbsnishn'm Independence Day 

In Fahabad. cspihi of Ba&kh&ua, the pradnah! m r  b~w a WWI &b9 t 
governor guvr s concert in hanor of Lr Shm. H m  eon&a~t& rpa& mcp.nwhtlc s b  6& 
thr master of coromonfrs wrara hh own erendon. 8 &w- bmdras f W l  la Wdt b h M  
c h c h r r d  p a j m ~ ~ a l i ~ a  outfit witb u cl~el's-*tyk up. 0- 4bOZ mmumbd m vdm am4 mU#y& R&J#UP 
Mr Shor (right)  impedr rompliton about to start only tbl OVU @a &8 1&bt d 4 ? !d Utbb 
P hncs  mnnthnn ( k l u w ) .  h6 tab ?dlicn. ~MWIIIMB plnd a llllewtaroor @&. 







p, , 
ghtO Natiorml Geoaraohic b 2009. b) 





(IRR -. .-.,....... .., . .",,. .-g,a.. 

Log Bridge, Paved with Twi@ and Stanen, Sways Like a Tightrope, C~.enkm Like an Oxcart 
Hem Mr. Shor, srrarnhllng dawn lor a drink, slippd inlo the icy wutcr. Whlle drying oul, he mep-idcntifird the 

scent of his misfortune. His rewnrd for travtl~ng 11,WO miles into the i'amirs mr a dip in the Shor River 1 
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4 Altitude-loving Yaks Carry Afghans 
Across 14,000-foot Palnir Pass 

3. Up and Up the Printing Ponies Labor; 
Riders Din~iiount to Spnre Tiictil 

Easy-gaitcd and sure-fnotrd. the yak i s  too broad- Whrrr t l ~ r  Snrh~d-Lxnpar trail nnrrowud to two 
I ~ ~ a h c d  In bc comfurt~blc. Grating \vhcm'er it can, feet. ]cnn Shor's malint ptn~.tcd bucking. Anothrr 
i t  \vea\Ts in and out n l  LL tmil, defyin8 the pmure horn dmlrpud dei~d. hien gtr~v st) wvary on thr ~R\YII -  
of  R rope through tho noettils. Thm hardy wldiar to-midn(ph1 joc~rncy that they \vrmtrtl to lie rln\wsn on 
formed thc Sham' mUiLary ararl. thc rocks. Loose stnncs plunged thnumnds of l rrt 
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14' S.I~~CU~I u~l,~rnpln~v ntrtt*lt 696 

4 Shor and H i s  Kirghie Gtridcr Near 
Delrli Ssn#'s Icy Summit 

Fnr Inur hours thay I~wghl their wny nrrtw tlic 
fnltur ficlrl'r "frozcn milr of torlurr . . . The Ian1 frw 
hunclrccl ynrds . . . wv crncvlrd un hnncb ant1 knccs. dazcd 
11% e\h:~u+tiun . . . On svr a w l ,  five ynrdr at a limc. 
(until 1 \vc *l~rurl on lhr l r ~ l t  III tl~c u.nrlcl" (pnuc 6Rl 1 

J. Shor Repacks a Yak far s Rough 
I-hour C~awing of tlie Oxt~r 

Yaks rcgnlsrly cr~rricd lf10-pnnnd I~urrlcna. On 
rlcrprr climhs thrir rlrivcrs ofllimcs jumpcd ~ l l onn l  
Thr two sku1lcapp.d uc.ntbmrn In>m Nu* ~tsvnett tlir 
I I.l;c\.inu lcsrrrl llirni tnr the tlny'r journey Ira 
Sarhnd. thry wwnt nlonu 11, t;~lr. lhcm IJAC~ 



lYc ' r o o k  t l i c  H i g l i r o a d  i n  .\Cgli i~nist;tn 

met our Arst yak, great pondrrous ;tni~nnls 
w i t h  shaggy cililts, s ~ ~ r r - l ~ ~ t ~ t r r l  as g ~ r i ~ t s  on 
nirrrow tiioulitain paths. \Ve sllelit the night  
at N u r s ,  ;i t iny  village n t  10.500 feet, sleeping 
near a hot bubbling ~ i i iner i l l  spring (11. h R b ) .  

I'ack yaks replacecl our Ixtggage horsrs the 
next tnorni~ig.  For  lour hours we forrlecl thC 
Oslls, crossing eight srrlnrate streallis i n  the 
l i i i l r-wit le r iver bed. The  water was swift 
ant1 ice-coltl, ant1 t h r  atii1nal.s staggerctl ; t l i t l  

struggletl t o  keep their feet i n  the raging 
currelit. T h e  water f rcqurnt ly m m e  far a1~ot.e 
our s t i r ru l )~ ,  al i t l  we I~a l i t~ ice t l  our feel on 
trilr horses' necks. 

.4n huur beyontl the fortl we canie t o  Far- 
had, the last mi l i ta ry  post ill the \\'akh;tn. 
T h e  rc~mtiiiss;~r gret-tetl us warnily ant1 Itsrl us 
l o  a pleasant grove on :I nioun1;linsitle. 

Eot ing Freah Pens Slincks Nnt ivcs  

\\'bile Jean n:ippetl. I took a s t r ~ l l l  thrcl~rgli 
the village. To m y  nni;lzenicnt, I f ~ ~ i t n t l  ;I 

gartlcli fu l l  of green peas. I t  Iiarl I~c.t*ti 11;tys 
since wc hat1 seen green vcget:ll~lrs. I 1111ught 
peas. yak I~itttc.r, n i i lk ,  at111 ;I rl i i rkct i .  I l i ~ r -  
r w !  a I ,  t i t  r r t t ~ r n e l  I r r e .  I 
built :I lire ;uitl wrnt  ti1 work. 

\\ 'hrn J r i ~ n  awclke it11 hour 1;ttcr. our l1111(.1) 
w;ts r r i~t ly-- f r i r t l  ch i ck r~ i .  fresh ~)I~;IY. t i ~ i ~ s t r t l  
.\ighan I ~ r e i ~ t l  i ~ n d  I ~ u t t r r .  :~nr l  :I cup of rn l t l  
~ n i l k .  l'hts chiltlrcti wcrtn h~~ r r i t i t - r l  t o  w r  (15 

r i t t i n ~  prtu.11 I>r;i*. i tni l  w;~rnc~tl us. i n  sigti li111- 

EuaCe. I~;II they nc~ltltl rnrrkr 114 ill. Kou l ia~ i  
later rcv(~aIt~11 t1ii11 1hw15 111v1~1le never C;II 
Ire-cli 1rcn;l.. -l'lir!. d ry  thc.111. ~ ~ o u t l t l  1hr11r to 
I l~ tu r .  ; ~ t ~ r l  tnis t l i r r i i  w i th  whe:lt for bre:td. 

' l 'hr rc~tnniissitr and l l r .  Ki13han returnrt l  
w i th  11:ltl news, l'hr c.ar1ic.r r~.llclrt*. of l n ~ r t l r r  
\viirf:tr~, wrrc trI11-. 1:roni S i ~ r l i i ~ t l  ti1 l l i ~ i -  
tilk;t. the ('hincsc. I)orrler pnst. the t ra i l  leat1.q 
acres?; I he I ' ;~niir J'l:ttrau, at :In ;tvrrage ~I~vII- 
t i ~ l n  c ~ l  milrc- than 15.000 fret. l 'herc i l r r  no 
villages 1111 t h r  wily. im ly  a I r w  set t lcntent~ 
111 wilr l  l i i rg l i i z  Ir i l~esnien, contempt i t i~~ ts  of  
any a i l th i~ r i ty .  I<ven the comti i iss~r,  i n  two 
ycars at Sarhatl, had n r v r r  vrnturcrl r111tll 
the y r c i ~ t  ~ ~ l a t e a ~ l .  Hr warl i r t l  us Lhr j ~ ~ i l r n e y  
w i~u l t l  be t l i f l icult ant1 diinperi~us. 

I f  we wished t o  risk the t r ip,  he wor~ l t l  
h r l p  us. B u t  he stressecl thr cl;lnger a1111 
sugpestecl that we cross R:lroehil I'nss 1r1111th- 
w i ~ r d  in to  I'itkistan. I l r f t  the t lec i~ i i ln  10 
Jt.:~tt. Shv ktiew the 11itngt.r~ i i t i r l  knew lirr 
i1w11 strength. L)irl she wnnt 111 t ry  the journey 
over the I'arnir ( L h l i z )  I'ass? 

"\Vith t h i ~ t  fried r h i c k e ~ i  uticler l i ly  11eIt I 
r a n  go anywhere," she lauuhecl. "\Vhy are 
a11 yo11 nien sitt ing around ta lk inu when we 
..;h~)lrl(l Ilr p; tck in~?"  

T h e  caniniissar smilecl anrl shol>k her Iranrl. 

'1' rhr cotiiiiiissitr x ~ y s  lie is pr1111tl to k ~ i ~ r \ v  
VI)II." K11slia11 t r : ~ t~s l~ t t  t ~ l .  -.Hr wi l l  ci111i~~ 
w i th  us himself." 

\\'t- slnrletl 11u1 ;tt ( lawn the nest t l i ~y .  The  
t ra i l  fr i lni Sarhi~t l  rises s t r i t i ~h t  up, c1vt.r 11iiths 
o f  shift ing sliale a1111 a r o ~ ~ t i t l  rock rhitiineys. 
In some placrs the ~ r a t l i  is l i te r t~ l l y  stuck 
itgainst the c l iR - - r i ~ks  wetlgrtl i ~ i t i ~  cr;icks ill 
the stony \vnll, more rocks ~r i le t l  on lo11 of 
theni, ant1 a th in covering nf  bru.sh. Few 
sights are miire tlisciconcertitig t l i a ~ i  III sre rl:ly- 
l ight tlrrorc~lr the t ra i l  yclu i t r r  triivelilip. 

, . I hr 1';tniir 1'85s is ;I scrirs of  IJ,000-fi111t 
crests. intersprrsri l  w i th  10.000-frwlt v;~llc-ys. 
t-1) ;t~tt l  clc~wn \vr Iit1111rctl. lr;~(litig oi lr Iiorsrs 
i t t i l l  r ~ r i ~ i l c l i ~ i p  oltr g i l s l r i ~~g  y i ~ k ~ .  'I'Iie 1.11111- 
tiiissar k rp t  pushing us forwi~rt l .  \\'r hi~cl  a 
dangt~rr~us llritlge ti1 cross, he re~ii:trkrt l .  iuit l  
~ i i us t  make i t  I l r lnre rl i lrk (ri;~pe 692 ) . 

\\'e reilchrtl the I)rirlge :I( 5 o'cl l~ck. 11 
was ~IIIIIIII hO feet I i )~ ig ,  w i th  n rlr1111 IIC 50 
I I I r i  I .  \Vr cr~lssvrl onr  ;tI 

;I titiic.. Ic:ttlilig Ibur att i~n:~ls. \vliile l h i ~  strile- 
turc s\v;~yi-tI i11ir1 crri~kecl. Orit- y:tk 11151 his 
~IIII~~IIK, i ~ n i l  t l i c t  l ~ r i ( l ~ i ,  11~rr~I i t~ i l  fr ighte-~iit igly. 
I j ~ t t  wcs 11);ttIe i t  (1ritg1- OSH). 

\\.e Mcrc YIIIII 1111 l l t lr ~ v a y  i l i ~ \ v ~ i  1111. tr;til. 
l ' h r ~  rn~~unl ;~in* i r lcs wrrc- rn:t.wv\ 111 \vilrl IIIIW- 
ers: ~ t i r i k  sviltl rc~.uc-.c. shtrivy il;ti.~ic~s, tl:tnrlc.- 
liilns. I ) t l t t r r r . ~ l (~ .~ .  I ~ l ~ ~ o t i i i l i g  1lti.stl1-s. it1111 KI-I,;II 
1)iitrhes I I ~  ~ v l ~ ~ l ~ v e i s s ,  'l'lii~ ~III) ~vi-111 IIIIWII 
nncl a fu l l  t i in i~ l i  rc-we. I>athir~g thv ~vh i~ lc -  sc.c.lir 
ill at1 it~trr:tI. g111il1-11 l ight. I t  W:IS fitir>~I;11111. 

:Is tvr p l r ~ r l t l t ~ ~ l  om, h ~ t ~ r r  ; t f l t~r  h1111r. tiwn 
itnd :t~iiri);~ls r r ~ ~ i - l i r i l  t h r  1111i t i t  o f  r !~ I~ : t i~ .q t i~~ t i .  
I i y  9 n'clilck \vr wrrt- r ~ . i ~ l l y  III slrt-ll 1111 I Iio 
riwks. J l r .  KIIS~:III :tskrd the rilniliii+.iitr 
whcn we would at111). 

"He  5ay.9 ~ h r - r r  i y  ;I l i i rg l i i x  c i t ~ i t l ~  i t  fv\v 
rtiiles i~hc i~ t l . "  hr ~r;lnelatccl. *'\Vc 1i1i1y rciicli 
i t  11y midnight." 
I Ioi~kecl Jrati. She I ~ i t  her lip. 
"Jerpt.rs!" ahe hrrathecl. "\\'hy tlicl I niitkr 

that  f o i l l i ~ h  speech I l i ~ c k  i t t  S:irh;tcl5 K i ~ w  
I ' ve  K I I ~  to keep IIII." 

\\.e rei~chetl the ramp  an h i ~ u r  I ; i l t b r .  i \s 
w r  h;~ltc.tl i n  front ill th r  two yurts (c i rc~ t la r  
tc-tits) which i1l111r;lr on the ni;lp rla I,;~ligar. 
the cn~i i~ i i issar 's horse clropperl tlr:rtl. 

\Ve slept t h i t  t i i ~ h l  i n  a it-It-w:~llcrl Kirghir. 
yurt. w i th  ir rli~xeti-orltl tiie1ii11i~r.q of IWII K i r -  
gliiz families. A f i r r  111 yak dung I ~ i ~ r l i c t l  1111 

the i t  l r  1 )~sp i tc  the 12.000-CII~II a l t i -  
tutle. \vr were wart11 i t ~ ~ d  r r ~ t i i f ~ ~ r l i ~ l ~ l r .  111 
the morning \ve checkctl our ~LI IRC~ 11) $PC h11w 
we were re:~rt ing l o  the estrenir I ir ight. ~ t n t l  
fount1 1111th our hcartg 1)~i t t i t ig at I I 0  i t  t i i i ~ i -  

ute: i l therwlw. wt. tir~tirc*(l 1111 ill cflrrtg. 
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\\'c T o o k  thc I ligl~rontl in  . \ i g h n ~ i i s t . ~ t l  

I.:I~II IV,I< rt,lt1~1;111t 111 li;~vt. 11s 1 ,1k~  l>i1,111rrs. 
IBIII :IIJ IIIBII~ 111 iric~~il l!. I:~~I~I~P~,:II~III~ III;I\VCII 
111111 11111. I1v 11111 IIIII!. ~)t.rlliitIrrl 11% 111 I I~ I~~I I -  
cr.111l1 IIIC \vollit.n 111 Ili\ I;lliiily 11111 i l i s i * l t . ~ l  
1011 1r!-i11g ollr c;l l i irr: i~ l1i11iqrl1, t l r  fl~x.i(lc(l 
III rille with 11s IO llllr t ~ \ . e ~ ~ i n ~  ~1011. 

Our hn~r.c,c rlirl \vcII on Ihc tlnl plnin. and  
(!1111l;ln I.;~rh ;IIII~ 1 ~ M . I I ~  Illc. ;I~I~*~~~IIIIII t r ; ~ c I i -  
I I I I .  H r  ~n:l.;ll.rctl Olr.' 
~ S ~ I ~ ~ I I I I I ~ I ,  ;IIIII I ti11:111!. ni;111ap1I ;I 1e\v h r s  
4 1 i  hi.; k irgl i iz w;lr qlng (11;1gi, OSIJ I. 

\ \ 'v  re:~c.hrrl N~~x: l i  (;~lnil~:lz. the l;~rgi.st 
k i r c t ~ i z  s(.tllc111cn1 in thr IB;~niirsq ;In IIIIII~ 
11t.it11.1. ~IIIIWI. ,\ \t.llrr I I~  ytlrl- YIIIIIII l~r,iiIt, 
:I swift s ~ r c : ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  ;111rl \VOIII~II wvrc ~ i ~ i l l i i ~ i ~  
thcair y;~k-.  \\.e wvrr IIII~VLYI i11t11 :III cllisr- 
II~IIII~ !-url (II;IUI*.. 000. 001. h01). 

t l r i g l i~ l y  II:I~III~>II t i11 trunks li11r11 ~ h c  \v:~lls. 
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(h.1'1 I I I ~ B ~ I I ~ I I C  l t l : l  lia1~11:11i 1lr1111l1rrl llic 11a111111- 

~l i t . l l ,  'I'llt- l<i rgl~ix ,  lic r1.1111rtc11. l1;11l l~ct-11 

I ' I ~ I I I ~ I I K  f41r I W I I  \ v I ~ I , ~ <  \villi tri l~t- 1111 111e 
I ~ I I  I I I I I I I ~ I ~ ~ I ,  'l'lit. : I ~ ( - : I  I~t.!.lln~l 

I I I I ~  ~ I ~ { : I I I I ~ I I I I I - I I I  \\:I- :I 1111 I I I : I I ~ ' %  1;11irI, 111- w i ~ l ,  

: I I I I I  h(.vcr;~l 111e11 1i:ltI 111~1~11 killt.11 I I ~ I - ~ I -  ill 1111- 
1;l.t i(s\v 11ay.i. 'I'ht- K i r c l l i ~  \ ~ I I I I I I I  n111 R I I ; I ~ -  

;11111~1~ o u r  1;;11cl!. IICS!.IIIII~ I!IIX:I~ (;IIIIIII;IL. Hc 
i11\i\11,1l \vr turli  I I ; I C ~ .  

l c ; ~ n  :ant1 1 hvl t l  :I c.~~~iltsrt,nt.t- ol ~ I I I ~  t1\\~11. 

\\.I. Ii:~cl s1.1 1 1 r l l  cl(-!t.rl~~intvl I I I  r t s ; ~ ~ . l ~  lllc Sin- 
L ~ : I I I C  l )~~r i l t . r .  \\'r \ \crv  IIIII!. I S V I I  ( l a \ <  fro111 

1 I I : .  I t  \r:ls I I ~ I ~ ~ I I I I ~ ! .  ( I : I I I ~ ( - ~ I I ~ I s  111 g o  

1111. 11111 \vc II : I I I  ~ I I ~ I \ V I I  \ re  111ight f : ~ t ~  cl:lllger. 

\ \ ' t .  \ \ l l~lll l  XI1 Illl, 

I 111111 l io~I1:11l 01 ollr t lrt i \ i t tn.  IIc w:~s  
~ ~ i i ~ t . r ; ~ l ~ I e .  

" ' l ' l ~ ~ ~ r r ~  i \  prc.;~l ~ l ; ~ n g c r . "  I I I *  .:~iil. '.'I'lic5c 

1 ril)1.~1111~11 II:I\ ,~* 111) rvqwl t 111r li it*, I ~ I I I  c \ , c ~ i  
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\Yc Took t l ~ c  I liyl~ro;~cl in i \ fgh;~nistatr 

K ~ i \ l ~ . i n  \\.I, 11x11 h.tl~l*y ~II~II~II l h r  xrr,tnge- 
1111'ttf. +IIII t *  lir i d 1  ~I~~~IIII.IIIS re.tn)~i.il~l~ f11r 
~ c ~ l r  \*I~I*IJ 4\c , ~ g r m ~ l  t ~ r  give him :I l tst t~r 
1 I t i  I r ~ ~ i l ~ i l i ~  1lr11 Cr.1 
111s 1s rt111~ .I 11.1lt j1.1gts of I't.rsi;t~t <<.rip1 n~icl 
lrrt~~tv111~11 11 10 R ~ ~ l i t i i ; ~ ~ i  (JIII. ' l .11~ h i r ~ h i t  
~IIII,~~.IIII rl8:111 il t i t r ~ f 1 1 I 1 ~ .  t l i rn .;1g1111cl it. 
~ I I * ~ , I I ~  111c.kccl 11 in111 t i i c  \\:rllt*f. 

',\V~:II IV.I< tIi:rl r" I :~skrrl 
rtTtelll\ i l h r  IIW ~ W I I  of  v~I~I," K1i5hxn 

I * 'I'IIII .IrtA I~II\\ l t l t t  111 cwr h,~~itl-.." 
\\ LI :~.kecl K:I~III:I~ C)ul :rq;~ili to Jrl 11s pay 

hint. lit. r v f ~ ~ w t l ,  ' l * l i r r ~  J~YIII h;111 i t t i  i(1r.1. 
I?~IIIII 11t-r IIIY~,I~I. \It(* t t n k  .I I;~pel \ \nlrh nntl 
11rt-tvl i t  i l l 1 1 1  ~IIP kirchiz's 1 1 i ~  h:111rI. 

,"I'PII hilit." *hr k:ritl to Kti.ch;cti, "that it 
i c  l~ l r  hi* \ r i fe  " 

\\'il h .i 41i1ilc .~nt l  n Irow nf ~harlkc the c h i d  
:I[ i ~III*II I h ~ ,  gift. 

\\'I. 11;1(1 a p l t ~ ~ i u n f  f a r r \ ~ r l l  dinnrr nit11 
K~I,~I:II~. R:~- l i i~ l .  at111 !hi- r * ~ ~ i i i i ~ i ~ ~ ; t r .  \\.r hilt1 

I l.rcvl <IIII)I. II ltlcli C I ~ I I I I I ~  l ~~~ t . t I t ( . r .  .1110 IIIC 
1)r\1 II~,ITI~III~. \ \ I i t ~ ~ i  \\I& - . l i t1  ~ IOI I - I I \ .~  11 I~:I\\II. 

i t  \\.I. \\it11 K I~ I~ I I~ I I~  1cxr1,t 
f hlr t i c - \ \  nu~clr.. ' T i l l r l ~  \\'.~ltlrtlr. I~I~II;I 11 li1.t' 

:I rl.11 t l rc l)~.r:~t l~~ - t(111 :IIIII -1t.li1lc.r. \\if11 I~~I I~ I~ I -  

~IIC I i . ~ r i ~ l l t ~ l ~ . ~ r  11111-1.11 111. .11111 III 11li.11il l1l,11 k 
I l \ ' i t l i  lli~li t ,111i1~ 1 1 ~ 1 1  \..~li ~III~~IT-,. 

11.111111:1ti QIII c:llnts III -1.1. 117 ~ d i ,  .111tl hr. 
~IIICI I'i111h \\.IIcIIIII l ~ ~ t ~ l ~ l l t ~ ~ l  f ~ i r  ,I Irrlrr \+Iti, 

11ert91l 1 t~~tli.rc.t~~ T t t ~ ~ t i  \\I- \+rrt. 11fi ,I( 111.q 

t l l r  Kr.lqc!r p l .~ i t~ .  'rllr !.~k l)ullear\ ~)~IIcI~II-II 
t h w  l u n i l ~ ~ * r i ~ ~ ~  : ~ t i i ~ ~ t \ ~ l *  ~I\ICI .I r,111iiI  it, ;111tl 

a r  \w-rv>r~lin 1r r l1  ~ r l  -i l_rllt  ti 1111. kil~li l/ I;III\II 
.\kt Iicll~r l r t r l~ i  I hv t nr~l-1 ' I ' i l t ~ l l  lY,1lrt1111 

p ~ ~ i ~ i t t ~ t l  II~II IIur l~i~[li ill 4g1i I:II~~II;ICP, ; i ~ i c l  
i t i r l i ~  ,1tt.11 h r  \vt~1111l ride 1111. tli111L to \v,111 11 
I r He Inpc.~l ~ ~ r i  atro.. ~lir ~,l:~in, 
c l i ~ i l l ~ e ~ l  a IIISV ritlgr. ali(I cliwlipr;~rr~l. 

Speck4 itr I n l i t ~ i t ~  
'iVc lint1 nrl unr-:~nt~y Irclilie of 11rinr re- 

tnnrLalll!- l i ~ l l c   nil alone Tf i r  rrrr.,rt rmpl i-  
III- t l i  I he 1*:111iir< *l)rt,,111 :I~IIIIIIII 11%. ltllnc 111- 

alr t l  I,!. j lr t~ir iu p n l i ~ .  'l'hrrc tvxs 1111 wunil 
r \ c c p ~  f11r tlw *lrarlj, pare ( t i  I W I ~  h ~ ~ r w ~  ~ITCI 
1111. nlr;~.iurrrl I ~ r t ~ . ~ ~ l i i i t p  nT thr y . ~ k ~  J r : ~ i i  
:inti I tlrr\\ 1111~tbr t~~er th tv ,  r i~ l i l l g  IIII,II ~ I I  

I I I ~  'fhr, tttilr.: fill ;I~.I>. : t i  ksr. ~IHI,, cln itrro 
tl1.11 in1 r v i l i l i l ~  *~ICIIC P I p a c ~  (170 I ,  

( . ;~ref~~l ly nr ,I .1nttv11 IIII. t rw t  I I~  1 1 1 ~  11.111k- 
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704 'I'llr N a t i o n a l  (;coKr;~phic h l ; ~ p a ~ i ~ i r  

i t ~ g  hi l ls,  b u t  no t  on rc  r l i t l  ou r  ~ iu l r i t l r . r  :IllpPar. 
'1'111. y a k  pul lers plorlr l r t l  s i lent ly  l i r h in t l  Its: 
the e lnp ty  tlistance s ~ r r t c h e ~ l  aheatl. SIIIIIC- 
h o w  the leel i l lg prew o n  rnc that we  were the 
IIIII!~ 11er1pIc le f t  i n  ~IIC wtirlcl, t l i i ~ l  the c i v i l i -  
zi11ii111 o f  s l<ysrra l~ers ant1 ;ultoniol i i l rs wils :111 
;I ilrc.ani. T l l e re  wits t lol iot ly r l s r - l ~ o t l ~ i ~ l g  
vlzr in the  wi i r l t l ,  juzt thC t w o  l i f  11s. 

;\s i f  in answer ti) I n y  t l i o ~ ~ g h l s .  Jcnli 
rr ; lchri l  river ant1 t i lok n i y  hnnd, I r n t i l  t l ~ l s k  
\vr rcltle I ~ o i i t  t o  1)oot ant1 h a n d  i n  hnncl. two 
t i n y  sliccks in a n  in f in i te  space. 

'ri111h \ \ ' : t l i I t t l ~  re j r~ ine t l  11s a t  1111sk. \Ve 
t ~ i t ~ i ~ ~ i r r l  ne:tr :I l i t t l e  strr;tni, l ~ re i ve i l  t r i t ,  i111t1 

sl l ;~rct l  n 1131 wheel o f  K i r p h i x  I~rc:trl. O u r  
I i i r ~ h i x  frienrls st0011 \\,:IICII \vlii lts ~ v t -  slypl.  

l ' h r  nest cl:ty pussrtl i n  t h r  s:inltm fashion. 
Hours  111 silent progress through a silent I i l ~ l t l .  
'~'II~II, ;I few l11111r.s l1c11irc ~III~I~II~II. 1>11e o f  
11111. !.:\k ~ i l t l l e rs  ~ n ~ i n t t . t l  III n n t i ~ c h  i n  t l ~ r  
~ l ia l l ln t ; t i~ l  \~;III SIIIII~ t w o  ~ l i i l r s  al lcad o f  11s. 
..\\.;~lthjir." l ie s;lirl. \Vt- ( . l :~~i lwi l  I-:ICII 11thcr 
1111 the l iack w i ~ h  joy,  1.11~ \ \ . ;~k l~ j i r  I':IS<- 
r n t l  I P C  t h ~  \\';~kli;~n. \\'c I i ; t i l  ~ i i i~~l i~ i t ,  l-~rst 
f~~r t - ip11vr5 i n  m i i i l r r n  Iinlc..; 111 re;lt.h ( 'hini l  \I!. 
1111s ;~n t , i rn t  r111ttt~. \Vc kit-kerl 1)tIr t i r i d  hr i rws 
i1>111  :I l ro l .  

'.;~~rlile~nl!.. Irs. I l ~ ; l r ~  ;I m i l r  fr1111l 1111- 1);1*9. 

:I 1o\v, c-ltt:~r \vliisllv s~ )un t l r t l  t l r r t r l l ~ h  \lit. cvc- 
I I~ I I~  ; ~ i r ,  \ \ ' r  -111plirr1, p t ~ z z l i ~ l .  ( )11r y a k  
1111111~r~ .- igl~;~ltvl  115 t o  r l i sn i~ i l l l l t .  S t i l l  r l ~ y ~ t i -  
lii-11. IVI. t ~ l ~ n l > l i c * ~ l .  :111rl the K i r g l i i z  r l rngpr t l  
;111 lh l .  :III~I~I:I~~ i ~ l t r i  :I l i t ~ l c  g1111y :111t1 1111)- 
I~IIII~~II I ~ V  115 111 .i1ii11 t l i e n ~ .  

1 1 1  ;I Iv\v 1 i l i 1 1 1 1 l i ~ ~ i  'l'illlli \ V : l l ~ l ~ l h  j11 i l l~r1 11s. 
.\I h i <  .sigti:iI \vv t,rtBpt ar111111tl ;I t l t rn  I I ~  I h c  
KIIII!,, ;11ii1 lit, 1111i11ti~rl t ~ r i ~ v i ~ r t l  tr l  the c r w t  i ~ f  
lhi .  II:I~Y. Si l l~l luc. l trr l  a p a i n ~ t  the r l :~rk t* l i ing 
\ k y  \vrre ~ l i r t - e  ( ' I i inrsr Turki5t: tn si i l t l i t~rs. 
\\-I, 111(1krrI t ~ ~ ~ c s t i ~ ~ ~ i i ~ i g l y  :II i i u r  g~t i r le .  IVts 
trit,il 111 r sp l ;~ in  (11 l ' i l u h  \\'altluh that  the 
311l i l i i~r* \vi1111il IIC frienrl ly. I l e  s h ~ u l k  h i s  lic;~tl, 
lit- p r~ in te t l  ti1 t l i e ~ i ~ .  t l i t * ~ ~  t i i ~ v a r i l  h i~ l i se l f  at111 
11s. :In11 rlre-w h is  f t l rr t inger arrclss h is  t h r l u t .  
, . I hi-re. IV~IS 1111 ~ n i s t a k i t ~ g  h is  t i i r i i t i i n ~ ,  

I V r  sat t lu ie t ly  I~e!ir : i t l i  the l v a ~ i k  111itiI 11:lrk. 
'I'III'II a.is ~ n i ~ u l i l r r l .  :lncl for  10 hnurs we rlrtle 
:ti,rllss the 1':1111irs, ha l t i ng  i1111y ti) I t 8 1  I i u r  
i l i~:~i l- l i r t-11 horsrs r r s l  : ~ n d  gr;txe. .4t (I:I\VII \ST 

s l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l i ~ i l  f11r :I few l i ~ i t ~ r s '  sIre11. 
\\'IICII 1 awoke. 1 tric.11 111 f ipurr  w l i r r r  we 

ni ipht 1111 - ~ ~ * q i l i l y  s t w r  15 rn i l rs  ers t  nlrt l  
:I lilllr $1111111 i ~ f  ou r  st;lrting pnint .  

1 1 ~ '  1111\\~ \vr wrre  $t. ;~rrf l  111 r le:~l l i ,  1 t r i tv l  
111 11-11 ' l ' i l t ~h  \V :~ l t I~ t l i  w r  sva111ei1 to  rr111rt1 ti, 
I<:~hnl:ln C)uI's e:lnip. \\.hetlier l l c  ~ ~ ~ ~ t l e r s t i ~ ~ i i l  
1 P~;III ncsvrr know. Hr 3i1nlily shtii ik hia 
hi~: l( l  : t l l i ~  p o i ~ i t e r ~  sc1111h I n  ;I will1 o f  n l ~ ~ ~ n t ~ ~ i l ~ ~ .  

I{r ic)rr n o ~ m  wr ay:~in rtbnl-he11 O ~ t l s .  
he r r  l -~n l -~ner l  i n  a v :~ l ley sii n:Irro\v t h ; ~ l  wp 

hat1 I n  l o r d  the 111rre1lt 11:11f :I c l ( ~ z r n  t i l i ~ c s  
(11:lge 695) .  \\'r ;lie the I:lat o f  i l u r  Kil.glriz 
11re;lcl anrl tc~i ler l  el l r l l rssly 11p the n i o ~ ~ t ~ t i ~ i l l -  
sitle, 1e:ltlinp i l u r  h t ~ r s ~ s  ci\.tSr sh i l t i l i g  nl:lsws 
o f  sh;~le tvhicl l  rons t i l n t l y  g:tvcB \v:~y I)encath 
the i r  feet. 

T o w a r d  eveninr: we t,~licruetl i n  a lush, green 
nrount :~ i t i  va l l r y .  .I $in& y u r t  s1111itI ili \hiu 
g r s s y  valc. :I fierctn-li~olting K i r e l l i t .  ;In an -  
cient r i l l e  cradled i n  h i s  nrn is  a ~ l c l  3 IIIII~ kn i f tu  
l iar lgins I ~ a r e  i l t  h i s  yicle. s t l ~ o t l  11cr;itlr t he  
I t iw (\tior. Til~th \ V ; ~ l e l ~ ~ h  s l u ~ k e  {(I Ili111, ;IIIII 
we Iie;trtl the n:tnie ' .Rnhl i l :~n ()ul" h;11f :I 
t l i iz rn time$. 1:i11;1ll>~ the K i r p l ~ i ~  3ig11:1Ie1l 
11.; l e i  t l i s l l i o~ ln l  ; ~ n t l  let1 the  \\.a\. i na i~ l v .  

T l i e  i t i t r r i o r  W:IS i l i r t y  an11 1>:1rre11. :\ II:III~ 
S;II c i ~ i  the y r ~ l l ~ n t l  IIC;IT 1110 tire. n n i l  :IS \vtb 
entrrt.tl. ;I l i t ~ l i .  g i r l  c.;l~lir In1111 l l r l i i l l r l  tht. r c r l l  
~ ) a r t i l i ~ ~ l ~ .  I {ch inr l  h r r  l-:llnr Ihr. 111i1ul 11111111':i'- 
: ~ n t - l t  I, l k i l ~ ~  \v(lnliln tvr II;I\.c ~ v t ~ r  stBrn. :I 
v r i k l e l  I i t  I i t  I I i t  S l i r  
g r e r t ~ t l  o l l r  r1*lllt.t:1111 1111~1 tv i l l l  :I l11;1st 11f 
invct.t i \*c. I.vI*I~ the 111:1gir 11;1111tS '.H;I~IIII:III 
Ou l "  11;ttl n t l  vfCt-rt . Tlit-rt= \V;I.* 1111 t l l~est it111 

IIIIII I t i  l ~ i  I r ! Illll 
l l i r r t ~  W;IS n o  11I;1l-v t-131, 10 ~ I I ,  %II \vr sat II(I\~II 
w i l h  *li\iIt.. :111tl ~:I~II~I,I\ t ) ~ ~ r * c I v t ~ * .  

1 ~lf frr tbt l  rvcsryi lnr c,ic:lrrl tea. :1n11 l hi- I ; ~ t l y  
I~I~III;II~~~~~I~ lht, rv<t 81f 1h1- 11;1<1i, 1 lil hvI. 
c i ~ : ~ r t * l t e .  : ~ t i i I  uht. ele,111;1111lvi1 lhc, IIO\ o f  
11i;ttrhrs. \\'r ~v:~s l icd.  :llrtl 5hc in;ttt.h<vl (~II .  

so;tl>. Jc*;tn p u t  :I GII~II~~IIC I~I~:IIII 1111 ht.r ~:II,I~, 

cr; l~-krvl at111 ~tv111l i*n frt1111 t ~ x ~ i o s t ~ r v ,  ;IIIII IIIII. 

li~)stess rlt~111;111iIvr1 t11v rtBst I I ~  I 111- i:tr. I\'I, 
o11e1ir11 t i l ls 111 Illr:lt ;1n0 CIICPZ~. fr l ) l i i  4lur 
v : t t ~ i \ I i i n ~  e1l i i~rgrncy r : l t i ~ ~ t i s  ;11iiI 41;1rtvl II~~BIII. 
( ; r : ~ n i l ~ ~ ~ o l I ~ v r  i11.ii3tt-ti r111 thth 1>;1l:111ct- I I ~  o l l r  
.stili-k. SIlc t l i i l n ' l  a r t  i t .  

i t  s i 1 1 1 1 i 1 t  I i t .  I r r  1 
t m k  a I lash p i c tu re  o f  the r11iltlrc.n all11 t . j r t t r t l  
the st i l l - l i t i t  l ~ u l l i  o n  the l l i ior.  O u r  : ~ ~ t l t ~ i . * i -  

t i v r  f r iend i ~ ~ i ~ i r o i l  III~ ~ v a r n i n g  :t11tI s n : ~ ~ r I i ~ ~ i l  
111) t h r  rtd-11411 l i t~l l i ,  ; ~ c t ~ u i r i n g  ;I sl ight 1111rti. 
\Vhtxn 1 trt-:iteil her  11i111tl. she t Icn~: tnd i~c l  the 
r e ~ ~ i : ~ i n i ~ i g  n in t  t ~ i e t i t !  

: \ l rrr  o u r  nir;tger stlpper. Jean :~ncl I cr:lwlc.el 
I l l t o  Illlr slWli ing l ings ;tnrl l i l y  ta l k ing  w l t l y .  
T h i n g s  Iook r r l  I~ac l .  \Vr  tlicltr't k n t w  w l r r r c  
\vr acre. tlr whtmre \nvr w r r c  prling. 011r P ~ P S -  
cant hosts were t i l i v i t ~ ~ ~ s l y  ~ ~ n f r i c ~ ~ d l y .  atit1 t l ~ t -  
ntXst nnee l l i ig l l t  IIC \vIir*r. 011r r x [ i t - r i r ~ i c . i ~  a I 
the Sinl;i;lng I ~ r l r r l ~ - r  h:~cl s1r:tkrri us I ~ a t l l y .  
Since w r  \vere t r i t v r l i ~ ~ g  wit11 t h t ~  K i r g l ~ i x .  ;III~- 

t l i i n ~  that  h ;~pprn r i l  111 them woulcl ~II~III~IIIII- 
ei l ly  h:lpprn :tIsii t i i  11s. 

'I'hitt n i ~ h l .  s l c r l ~ i n g  :t l  17.000 f re t .  Je:c~l 
w:ts I l o l l i ~ r r i l  I l y  the a l t i t ~ ~ r l r .  Ht>r hpi lr t  
~x~un( l t . t l  so III;II shc c ~ ~ u l r l  not  slc.eli I y i n y  
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S~~ll lcwl~t .rr  \\,c L~unrl strrngtli,  nol o11Iy 111 

1111rve I I I I ~  own lir'rl lill~lls 11111 111 [ I r i l ~  lilt' 
1111n1lcri11 i ~ ~ i ~ i ~ l s  I I I ~ I I I I  I .  ICvt-11 111e 
kirulliz. Itor11 i ~ n ~ l  I l r t ~ ~ l  on tlitbir liigli ~ I : I ~ ~ : I I I .  
were giisping 111r I~r rn th .  0 1 1  we \vrnt. livc 
y ; ~ r ~ l s  nt a time. lying ill  lllr . ; I I~ IV :111tl R : I ~ I -  

illg I~rt\veeli tliosc Ilric.1 ;~rlv:~nct-a. :\ fe\v 
fin:ll steps, ; I I I ~  wtV stoo11 1r11 11111 (11 Olt* \\,~1r1~1! 

\Ye \yi.re on tlir crtB,<l III  ;I grlB;lt I ~ I I I I I I I ~ : I ~ I I  

r e .  .\I1 a r ~ ~ u l l t l  us. ;IS Iiir ;IS thr  r y r  r1111lt1 
star, lily ~ ~ t l i r r  I I I I I I I I I ~ ; I ~ I I  ~ . l ~ i ~ i l i > ,  tlirir III:IXII~I.I-  
c1*11t [re:~ks [ ) I I I I C ~ I I : I ~ ~ I I K  tlic C I I C I I ~ S S  I I ~ s I : I I I ~ c ~ .  
I~;SII:III~I(-II a11rI g:lsr~i~lg. \vc $till CIIIIIII  I I I I ~  t i ~ k c  
clur r y r s  I ~ I I I I I  1111% I>;IIiIIr;llllil I~(-;III~!~. 

1:trr l1;111 ; I I ~  Iio11r \vr r r s t t ~ ~ l  :IIIII sI:~rv(l in 
: I \ ~ I - .  \\.c w r c  ~ ( I I )  t i r c~ l  tn gal 1111. 11111 \\v II;III  . . 
I I I Ihvrt. \\.;IS ntl tr:~il :ilir:~tl 01 II;, 

I I I  I l l~l t l i~ly I I I I ~  Ii~~rst..~ II!' tlir Irrirllt~.~. 
\VI*  .*lit1 :~c-rc~.i> thc. eclgr. I l~)un~l t . r i~~r :  ; I I I I ~  slip- 
11i11g ~ l t~ \v~i tv ;~r t l  t l i ro~~gl i  t11e ~ I I I I S V .  

' I ' \ ~ I I  I I I I I I IS : I I~~I  fr1.1 I I C ~ I I I \ V  \\T rr;~cI~eO rill 

i ~ ~ t . l i ~ ~ t x  o i  sl1;11c. ;1110 \vorkr11 I I I I ~  \\.;I!. cr;llr- 
wise I I I I ~ V I I  :III(I :Icrt).;.; it. 1-111ig ;~f tvr  11:lrk we 
~ o u q c ' ~ l  3 s11t-11 11111 111 thr  SII:IIC ; I I I I I  slel)t 
t l~ro~lg l i  ;I l1;1>11 l ~ l i ~ z ; ~ r ~ l .  

. \ n , ~ t l ~ ~ - r  tl:~y I I I  slirling tl11\v11 shifti~ir: sh;~lc.  
. t i l l  IIOI knorvine \r-llc,rc* wc. \vc-rca I~ i~unt l .  0 1 1  

I I I I  l ~ i .  5111l1lr111y \vtS r ~ ~ ~ ~ l i ~ l t ~ t l  
:I ll:lrr~l\v \ Y ; I I I  (11' r111.k ;i11(1 ~ \ v  i l l  :I ~ l : ~ r r ~ ~ \ v  
\ . ; I I IC~ I ; I V  I ) I . I ~ I \ V  I I \  ; I  s(lu:trv st1111v it~rlrt-d, 
\ v i l l i  1111. 11i1g I ' : I ~ ~ \ I : I I I  1 l~i11g i l l  tliv I I ~ I - I ~ L I - .  

0 1 1 r  g ~ ~ i i l e  I I I I ~ I I ~ C I I  111  111~. i ~ r t ,  '.k:1li1111 

I I I I .  I I I cI11~rl;rvl 011r I I I ; I ~ I ~  ;11111 

litl;~ll\ i1111ll1l i t .  l f ~ r ~ i ~ ~ r l ! .  ; I  (illy Hriti.sl1 I I I I I -  

( 111 \1  in 1111, ~~riricc*l!. SI;III- 11i I ~ I I I I L ; ~ .  
'1'111, I ; I I I  l';lki>1;111i \~~Irliri-5 111 t11r I I I I ? ~  ~ I I I ~ I .  

:I l i ~ ~ l t .  I~ :~~yl i sh  ; I I I I ~  111111 I I Z  tIii11 tllc \ , i l l ; ~ ~ e  
11i \ l i*s;~r,  live I I I ~ I I - . ~  I I I I ~ V I I  llic v;~llc,y. II:III ;I 
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prist-(I. It i::1111e the 11;1y :11tt*r ollr ;trriv:ll ill 
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11;111 III;III. \Yliy 11r I ~ I I  11111r1lvr ! , I I~I?"  

I r r ~ l i ~ n i l ~ c r r t l  the nigl~t  tvt. t ;~lkr( l  with K:~li- 
III:III Q111 ill his sn111ky !.urt. high u p  on t h r  
grt5i~t l'i~iiiirs. 
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Rahlli:~n 0111 ~vcll~ltl al\v;~ys Irr the nlnli whtl 
sa\+v~l our lives.* 
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